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claimed that he felt 'bound to admit on the contrary that I had given them distinct notice that I would make active opposition to the Bill if that section was retained :—" But what I complained of " said he, " is that Mr. Van Buren did not state his objections, which now appear to have been of so grave a character, that he did not make an effort to convince us of their importance and give us such information upon the subject that we might have been prepared either to admit their weight or to rebut them."
I at once admitted that this complaint would have been well founded had not circumstances occurred which excused me from doing what he suggested, and informed them that I attended the Committee intending to give them a candid account of the [my] reasons but their attitude compelled me to think that they did not desire me to do it. We could not agree entirely as to all the facts on which my opinion was founded, but my statement evidently modified their complaints. In the subsequent discussions Col. Hayne made no further attempt to sustain the ninety -third section nor did Judge Berrien make material reference to it otherwise than to repel as imfounded the charge he attributed to me of a want of proper respect on his part for state rights.
Although the Judge and myself were afterwards members of Gen. Jackson's Cabinet and our personal relations were always respectful they were never confidential nor particularly cordial. From my first acquaintance with him I felt that the cultivation and maintenance of such an intercourse with him would be impracticable, a sentiment which surprised me because it was inconsistent with the general current of my disposition and indeed then for the first time entertained. I refer to the fact only on account of its singularity and not in a spirit of complaint, as the fault, if any existed, may as likely have been with myself as with him.
Col. Hayne I always regarded as a fair and generous hearted man. His course towards me on the question of my nomination as Minister to England, unjust as it was, did not change this opinion. I found no difficulty in attributing it to other influences than the unbiased dictates of his own heart. He was an improving man and if his life had been spared would doubtless have risen to still higher distinction, at least in his own state. He possessed a tolerably good opinion of his own capacity, but whatever may have been the degree of this estimate of himself it was not sufficient to blind his eyes to what was passing about him. The Senate was at that time composed of much older men that at present, who were at least not less able. One consequence of their long experience in public life was that they spoke less for effect and sometimes discussed questions of considerable importance with seeming carelessness and conipara-arai'ttT n nal to Soulin-lli I»u4n \\lirn lufdilv t'Hrltcd. rlud;'.»' I'-'M'S'-it hi-ili" a ki-d {o -pri'ifv thr |T«»und nf h: misqiiaut! aid tliat 3 Ir.'d tak'-n ihrm !••', .:;!J'{! r ii> A luti'Ii;* «*n»'U (iit-m ivi .nil to i-'-. pi-rl tiint 1 '.'.oitld «ippn.,« in'1 iiiiii-tv tail'd • f • t Jon in di-iitSr althn' 1 had ili- appro\ rd M! tf. (nl, fluxtif, ho v.i". i-r, uithoitt uaiiui,"-' f«»r mv irplv, i-v
